
Mere 
Christianity



Schedule
Oct 22 Worldview; Book 1

Oct 29 Book 2: What Christians Believe

Nov 5 BREAK (Mission Sunday)

Nov 12 Book 3

Nov 19 BREAK (Thanksgiving, In-N-Out)

Nov  26 Book 4(a)

Dec 3 Book 4(b)

 



Mere Christianity:
Book 4: Beyond Personality: Or First Steps 

in the Doctrine of the Trinity
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1. Making and Begetting
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1. Making and Begetting

A man who changed from having Bios to having Zoe would have 

gone through as big a change as a statue which changed from 

being carved stone to being a real man. And that is precisely what 

Christianity is about. This world is a great sculptor’s shop. We are 

the statues and there is a rumor going round the shop that some 

of us are some day going to come to life. (p. 159)
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2. The Three-Personal God”

In God’s dimension, so to speak, you find a being who is three Persons while remaining 

one Being, just as a cube is six squares while remaining one cube. Of course we cannot 

fully conceive a Being like that: just as, if we were so made that we perceived only two 

dimensions in space we could never properly imagine a cube. But we can get a sort of 

faint notion of it. And when we do, we are then, for the first time in our lives, getting 

some positive idea, however faint, of something super-personal – something more than 

a person. It is something we could never have guessed, and yet, once we have been told, 

one almost feels one ought to have been able to guess it because it fits in so well with 

all the things we know already. (162)
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a) The doctrine of the Trinity resolves tensions in the text where Jesus, 

the Father, and the Spirit are different but the same in essence and nature. 

They are sometimes spoken of interchangeably.

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 

to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I 

have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

(Matt 28:18-20)

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Cor 13:14)
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b) Jesus and the Holy Spirit are specifically identified as God.

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in 

various ways, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. The Son is the radiance 

of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his 

powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand 

of the Majesty in heaven. So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he 

has inherited is superior to theirs. (Heb 1:1-4)

“Very truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “before Abraham was born, I am!” At this, they 

picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus hid himself, slipping away from the temple 

grounds. (John 8:58-59)
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b) Jesus and the Holy Spirit are specifically identified as God.

“I and the Father are one.” Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him. 

(John 10:30-31)

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

(John 1:1)

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. (2 Cor 

3:17)
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c) The Trinity explains how love can be a central part of God’s nature. 

You need more than one person to have love (love is other-centric). (Lewis 

comes to this idea in a later chapter, p. 174).

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 

opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him. And a 

voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” (Matt 

3:16-17)
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