
REVELATION
A Survival Manual 
for the End of the Age



Schedule
September 14 Introduction: Cultural Markers, Rev 1

September 21 Rev 1

September 28 Rev 2-3

October 5 Rev 4-6a

October 12 OFF (Baptism)

October 19 OFF (Pastor Michael at a conference)

October 26 Rev 6-8

November 2 Rev 9-10

November 9 OFF

November 16 OFF

November 23 OFF

November 30 Rev ___

December 7 Rev ___



The First Half of the Tribulation

1st Seal: Antichrist (Peaceful conquest) (Rev 6:1-2; Matt 24:5; 2 Thess. 2:3-4)

I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the seven seals. Then I heard one of the four 

living creatures say in a voice like thunder, “Come!” I looked, and there before me was a 

white horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a crown, and he rode out as a 

conqueror bent on conquest. (Rev 6:1-2)

For many will come in my name, claiming, ‘I am the Messiah,’ and will deceive many. (Matt 

24:5)



The First Half of the Tribulation

1st Seal: Antichrist (Peaceful conquest) (Rev 6:1-2; Matt 24:5; 2 Thess. 2:3-4)

Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you 

know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people 

are saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains 

on a pregnant woman, and they will not escape. (1 Thes 5:1-3)

Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for that day will not come until the rebellion 

occurs and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the man doomed to destruction. (2 

Thess 2:3)



The First Half of the Tribulation

2nd Seal: War (Rev 6:3-4; Matt 24:6-7a)

When the Lamb opened the second seal, I heard the second living creature say, “Come!” 

Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. Its rider was given power to take peace 

from the earth and to make people kill each other. To him was given a large sword. (Rev 

6:3-4)

You will hear of wars and rumors of wars, but see to it that you are not alarmed. Such 

things must happen, but the end is still to come. Nation will rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom. (Matt 24:6-7a)



War



War



The First Half of the Tribulation

3rd Seal: Famine (Rev 6:5-6; Matt 24:7b)

When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard the third living creature say, “Come!” I 

looked, and there before me was a black horse! Its rider was holding a pair of scales in his 

hand. Then I heard what sounded like a voice among the four living creatures, saying, “Two 

pounds of wheat for a day’s wages, and six pounds of barley for a day’s wages, and do not 

damage the oil and the wine!” (Rev 6:5-6)

There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. All these are the beginning of 

birth pains. (Matt 24:7b-8)



War



War



The First Half of the Tribulation

4th Seal: Plague/Mass Death (Rev 6:7-8; Matt 24:7b)

When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 

“Come!” I looked, and there before me was a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and 

Hades was following close behind him. They were given power over a fourth of the earth 

to kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the wild beasts of the earth. (Rev 6:7-8)



Plague



Plague



The First Half of the Tribulation

5th Seal: Martyrdom (Rev 6:9-11; 7:9-17; Matt 24:9)

When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been 

slain because of the word of God and the testimony they had maintained. They called out 

in a loud voice, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants 

of the earth and avenge our blood?” Then each of them was given a white robe, and they 

were told to wait a little longer, until the full number of their fellow servants, their 

brothers and sisters, were killed just as they had been. (Rev 6:9-11)

“Then you will be handed over to be persecuted and put to death, and you will be hated 

by all nations because of me.” (Matt 24:9).



The First Half of the Tribulation

6th Seal: Cataclysmic effects (Rev 6:12-17; Matt 24:7b)

12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned 

black like sackcloth made of goat hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars 

in the sky fell to earth, as figs drop from a fig tree when shaken by a strong wind. 14 The 

heavens receded like a scroll being rolled up, and every mountain and island was 

removed from its place. (Rev 6:12-14)

There will be famines and earthquakes in various places. (Matt 24:7b)



The First Half of the Tribulation

6th Seal: Cataclysmic effects (Rev 6:12-17; Matt 24:7b)

“Immediately after the distress of those days ‘the sun will be darkened,

    and the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from the sky,

    and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.’” (Matt 24:29)



The First Half of the Tribulation

6th Seal: Cataclysmic effects (Rev 6:12-17; Matt 24:7b)

10 Before them the earth shakes,

the heavens tremble,

the sun and moon are darkened,

and the stars no longer shine.
11 The LORD thunders

at the head of his army;

his forces are beyond number,

and mighty is the army that obeys his command.

The day of the LORD is great;

it is dreadful.

Who can endure it? (Joel 2:10-11) 

31 The sun will be turned to darkness

and the moon to blood

before the coming of the great and dreadful day of

    the LORD.
32 And everyone who calls

on the name of the LORD will be saved;

for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem

there will be deliverance,

as the LORD has said,

even among the survivors

whom the LORD calls. (Joel 2:31-32) 



“Like a scroll being rolled up”



Climate, Famine





The First Half of the Tribulation

Cut-scene: 144,000 are sealed to survive the seven years (Rev 7:1-4).

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding 

back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the 

land or on the sea or on any tree. Then I saw another angel coming up from 

the east, having the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to 

the four angels who had been given power to harm the land and the sea: “Do 

not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the 

foreheads of the servants of our God.” Then I heard the number of those 

who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. (Rev 7:1-4)



The First Half of the Tribulation

From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed,

from the tribe of Reuben 12,000,

from the tribe of Gad 12,000,

from the tribe of Asher 12,000,

from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000,

from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000,

from the tribe of Simeon 12,000,

from the tribe of Levi 12,000,

from the tribe of Issachar 12,000,

from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000,

from the tribe of Joseph 12,000,

from the tribe of Benjamin 12,000. (Rev 7:5-8)



The First Half of the Tribulation

“I, the LORD, have called you in righteousness;

    I will take hold of your hand.

I will keep you and will make you

    to be a covenant for the people

    and a light for the Gentiles,

  to open eyes that are blind,

    to free captives from prison

    and to release from the dungeon those who sit in darkness.” (Isa. 42:6-7)



The First Half of the Tribulation

Heavenly scene: The martyrs from the Tribulation (Rev 7:9-17).

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one 

could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before 

the throne and before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were 

holding palm branches in their hands. And they cried out in a loud voice:

“Salvation belongs to our God,

who sits on the throne,

and to the Lamb.” (Rev 7:9-10)



The First Half of the Tribulation

Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and 

where did they come from?”

I answered, “Sir, you know.”

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; 

they have washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 

Lamb. 

(Rev 7:13-14)
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